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The Consul: This means that you are intent on using force

to achieve your ends. This will be disastrous to your country.

Orabi: Why so? Our demands concern the internal affairs

of opr country, and if others interfere we shall resist till the

last breath.

The military stood firm by their demands and the
negotiators had to retire to the Palace where the Khedive was
holding a conference with ministers, consuls and other high
dignitaries. It was resolved to accept the first demand, and
waive the other two until reference should be made to the
Pone regarding the increase of the army. Orabi agreed to
these terms and Riad submitted his resignation.

Then came the difficulty of choosing the new Premier.
Tewfik suggested two names, both of which were rejected by
the. military. At last the Khedive announced his choice of
Cherif Pasha, and the announcement was received with loud
cheers of " Long live the Khedive I" The army repaired to its
quarters in perfect order, and Orabi and his associates asked to
be received in audience by the Khedive. They were granted
this favour and expressed their loyalty and submission to the
Khedive.

Thus ended one of the most critical episodes in the history
of modern Egypt. Fate was hovering all the time over the
gleaming bayonets of the soldiers and officers surrounding
Orabi, and if either side had been guilty of an unfriendly
move, an unrestrained step or an untoward word or exclama-
tion, the episode would have ended in catastrophe. It is
indeed most creditable both to the Khedive and the military
that so critical a move should have been accomplished so
peacefully and without the least injury to anyone either in
person or in honour.

But Cherif Pasha was a man of independent character.
Admittedly he was at the head of the party professing them-
selves as Nationalists, and who might formerly have
sympathised with the colonels in their struggle with Rifky
and Riad. But to be a Nationalist was one thing and to take
office at the dictates of the military W&s another. When Orabi
weal to congratulate Cherif, he intimated to him that the
military wanted Al Baroudi as Minister of War, and Cherif
strongly opposed such a nomination on the grounds that